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1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A SPEECH BEFORE MORE THAN 400 TRADE UNIONISTS 
WHICH WAS TO HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE LARGEST MEETINGS OF LABOR 
REPRESENTATIVES IN SOUTH AFRICA, PRIME MINISTER VORSTER APPEALED 

FOR WAGE RESTRAINTS AND WORKER PATRIOTISM SAYING HIS COUNTRY WOULD 
NOT SUBMIT TO WHAT HE CALLED THE IMPOSSIBLE DEMANDS OF WORLD 
OPINION. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE MEETING ON JUNE 22 IN PRETORIA BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER AND WHAT WERE TO HAVE BEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL WHITE 
AND COLORED UNIOS WAS MARRED BY THE ABSENCE OF THE MULTI- 
RACIAL TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA (TUCSA). NO 

BLACK TRADE UNIONS WERE REPRESENTED. WILE LEAVING AFFILIATES 
FREE T DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT TO ATTEND, PRESIDENT LIEF VAN TONDER 
REFUSED TO HAVE TUCSA OFFICIALLY REPRESENTED DUE TO UNCERTAINTY 
ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING. SOME WHITE TRADE UNON LEADERS 
SUCH AS GERT BEETGE OF THE BUILDING WORKERS UNION ALSO WERE NOT 
PRESENT "BECAUSE WE COULD NOT OBTAIN AN ASSURANCE THAT ONLY WHITES 
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WOULD ATTEND." THE MEETING WAS CHAIRED BY ATTIE NIEWOUDT, PRESIDENT 
OF THE ALL WHITE CONFEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS. SOME WHITE AND 
COLORED AFFILIATES F TUCSA DID PARTICIPATE ALONG WITH THE CON- 
FEDERATION AND OTHER INDEPENDENT UNIONS. 

3. VORSTER SAID: "THE WORLD DEMANDS CERTAIN CONCESSIONS AND 
ACTIONS WHICH WE SIMPLY CANNOT SUBMIT TO - WHATEVER MAY HAPPEN 
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ALONG THE WAY AHEAD". HE ADDED THERE WERE FOUR GREAT DANGERS 
FACING SOUTH AFRICA: "THE FIRST IS THAT OUR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
PROBLEMS MUST BE SOLVED; SECOND, WE MUST TAKE CARE THAT WE DO NOT 
PRICE OURSELVES OUT OF THE WORLD MARKET; THIRD, SOUTH AFRICA CANT 
AFFORD TO SUBMIT TO THE IMPOSSIBLE DEMANDS OF SO-CALLED WORLD 
OPINION. THE WORLD DEMANDS OF US CERTAIN THINGS AND CERTAIN 
ACTIONS TO WHICH WE CANNOT AGREE, NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS IN THE 
FUTURE. CERTAIN PEOPLE ARE PREPARED TO SUBMIT TO THOSE DEMANDS. 

AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED, I AM NOT PREPARED TO DO IT.” 

"SUBMISSION WILL COST NOTHING IN TERMS OF MONEY. IT CAN BE 
DONE WITH A FEW STROKES OF A PEN, BUT THEN SOUTH AFRICA WILL BE 
THE MOST POPULAR CORPSE IN THE WORLD. I AM NOT PREPARED TO HAVE 
THAT ON MY CONSCIENCE." 

"FOURTH, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT LAW AND ORDER MUST BE MAINTAINED 
AND OUR TERRITORIAL SOVEREIGNTY PROTECTED AT ALL TIMES. THIS CALLS 
FOR A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY. NOTHING IS MORE EXPENSIVE TODAY THAN 
WAR AND WAR MATERIALS. OUR DEFENCE BUDGET IS ALREADY IN THE REGION 
OF R 1,800-MILLION, BUT THIS IS THE RESULT OF THE WORLD IN WHICH 
WE LIVE." 

4. STRIKING UP THE STRATEGIC ARGUMENT VORSTER SAID HE DID NOT 
BELIEVE "THAT THERE WOULD BE A NUCLEAR WAR. IF WAR WERE TO COME, 

IT WOULD BE A CONVENTIONAL ONE. FROM A STRATEGIC POINT OF VIEW, 

THE COUNTRY WHICH CONTROLLED SOUTHERN AFRICA IN SUCH A CONVENTIONAL 
WAR WOULD BE IN AN EXTREMELY ADVANTAGEOUS POSITION. 
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CONTROL OVER THE CAPE SEA ROUTE, FOR INSTANCE, WOULD ENABLE 
IT TO CUT OFF THE OIL SUPPLY TO AMERICA AND EUROPE AT WILL." 

5. COMMENT: IN A CONVERSATION AT THE MEETING WITH THE REGIONAL 
LABOR OFFICER, MINISTER OF LABOR BOTHA SAID THE POOR TURN OUT 
WAS DUE TO INADEQUATE PREPARATION. "THE DECISION TO HOLD THIS 
MEETING WAS TAKEN ONLY 14 DAYS AGO." VORSTER IS OBVIOUSLY 
CONCERNED OVER GROWING DEMANDS FROM RANK AND FILE TRADE UNIONISTS 
FOR THE REMOVAL OF WAGE RESTRAINTS WHICH WOULD MAKE MORE DIFFICULT 
GOVERNMENT ATTEMPTS TO COPE WITH INFLATION AND BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
DIFFICULTIES. THE ALL WHITE CONFEDERATION WHICH HAS ITS MEMBERSHIP 
PREDOMINANTLY IN THE CIVIL SERVICE IS MORE PREPARED TO COOPEATE 
WITH VORSTER THAN SOME OF THE MORE MILITANT TUCSA UNIONS IN 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE. 

KIRBY 
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